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Conversation with the mentor and reflection upon your experiences
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Recently, I paid a visit to my local school mentor teacher. I had previously interacted with her when I was taking my practicum in the school. She shared with me the struggles that she underwent in teaching mathematics to the sixth graders. This time, I was eager to seeing her deliver an algebraic and operations lesson which she majored in at the college. I arrived a few minutes before the class began, I inquired to know how she had chosen the students to be in groups. The students had been placed according to their different levels of intellectual giftedness. She did this to ensure that he gives ultimate support to the weaker groups (Rump, 1983).
	 According to schelppegrell (2007), Some of the problem or challenges the students in group were facing while we were in the class were; misunderstanding of the math language, other students had problems with grasping basic facts about numbers. Others had a general weakness in arithmetic. Other students had classroom anxiety and seemed to possess negative notions in their minds.
	Near the end of the class, I spoke to the students about some challenges that seemed to face them. In understanding the language of math, it becomes critical since a student has to read correctly, write and discuss concepts of mathematics. This allows the students to participate effectively in the discussions and the classroom conversations. It in turn makes sense to whatever concept they are discussing. I also had to motivate the students on the anxiety in a math classroom. I emphasized the Importance of participating in a math class, doing themselves a positive talk, getting a study buddy, having a math role model. These will help improve their performance. They all agreed that they had some of these problems.
	Some of the strategies that I suggested to the mentor teacher were; guiding the learners at an individual level and evaluate their problems, giving the learners enough exercises so that they practice more and more. Encourage studying in groups than individually, examining the students progress over time as well as setting a target scores for the students and even reward to motivate programs.
	I would use the findings to ensure that students have a positive attitude toward math in the classroom. The findings have made me discover also that learners have different intellectual gifts and therefore classroom lecture does not help all of them. Due to that one has to narrow down and attend to individuals. Importance of group work was evident in the learning of mathematic and therefore dissolved to emphasize it in my classrooms.
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